SAHA)

N EWSLETTER

BRINGING GOVERNMENT AND
BUSINESS TO RURAL INDIA

Vol | « Issue 10 Under the aegis of the National e-Governance PIan of Govt. of India December 2009

PART NER KEEP REATIN
new milestonesin R
numan technology b E

The tenet 'Give light, and the darkness will

disappear of itself' now holds more true than

ever before. Empowerment of rural India

through the ICT programme is yet another

step reinforcing our faith in the

entrepreneurial qualities of India's rural

population. Stimulating local

entrepreneurial talent, Sahaj actively - \ "
promotes the spirit of entrepreneurship 2 1 ) ,n«“:m::
making the dream of rural prosperity a reality. 1
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When you are in the process of setting global benchmarks, you are your biggest challenger - the competition is just you. The question
is how do you surpass yourself, how do you make your tomorrow better than your today. How does an individual or an organization
work if that's the goal and how does itachieve it.

Notwithstanding that infrastructure dominates any discussion of ICT model, we often forget that it's human beings who are at the
centre of any business or social initiative. Particularly in a country like India, this kind of work involves a wide array of human psyches,
perspectives and conflicts.

Sahaj's ICT model is a unique global initiative in the sense that it not only provides for a wide gamut of online and offline services
across 6 states, but demonstrates a complex combination of human and social engineering.

Sahaj actually encourages VLEs to chalk out their own sales and marketing strategies because Sahaj's effort is aimed at creating
business leaders and new class of sociopreneurs.

Apart from providing socioeconomic empowerment, Sahaj has embarked upon the idea of supporting and bolstering enterprise
amongrural educated youth who would in turn act as role models to the entire community.

SETU keeps talking about success stories and admiring VLE initiatives, SETU keeps reminding us that at the core of any social
engineeringis that human endeavor that strives at any cost. Any amount of technology or money is subservient to the human spirit.
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PACS-Inauguration in Orissa

The 1st PACS inauguration took place on 16th November, 2009 on the event of the 56th Nikhil Bharat
Samabaya Week at Sisupalgarh, Khordha. The function was chaired by various dignitaries like Sri Tusharkanti
Panda (IAS), MD Orrissa State Co-operative Bank, Sri Bhagirathi Badajena (MLA Bhubaneswar) Pres. Of District
Central Co-operative Bank, Sri Bipin Bihari Mahapatra, Registrar State Co-operative Society (RCS), and Sri
Pattanjali Tripathy, Asst. Registrar State Co-operative Society (ARCS). Through PACS, Sahaj will very soon be
able to roll outaround 1,000 CSCs in the 16 districts of Orissa.

Krishnagiri District Collector Gave Away

Sahaj e-Learning Certificates

Eight children stood there, grimly surveying the District
Collectorate, Krishnagiri. These children, all between the age
of 8-16, are residents of the Krishnagiri District and have
completed e-Learning course from SAHAJ CSC run by VLEs
Chandra Sudhagar, Tejeswani, Meer Liyakathali and
Manisekar.

Dr. V.K. Shanmugam IAS, District Collector, Krishnagiri gave
away certificates to the eight students who successfully
completed SAHAJ e-learning course. The collector marveled
their proficiency at handling technology and congratulated
the students during the function.
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